Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 STATE 083535 
16 

ORIGIN XMB-04 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-OO EB-07 INT-05 COME-OO L-03 TRSE-00 

DOTE-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 

NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 AID-05 /074 R 

DRAFTED BY XMB:P.W.DUNTON 
APPROVED BY EB/IFD/ODF:RASWART 
XMB : CLA YT ON NORRIS 
AF/W :RAMCGUIRE 

099562 

R071616Z APR 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ACCRA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 083535 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIN:GH 

SUBJECT: GM LOCOMOTIVE SALE TO GHANA RAILWAYS IMPORTS 
REF: ACCRA 1939 

1 . EXIMBANK HAS DENIED GM OVERSEAS' APPLICATION FOR PRELIMINARY 
COMMITMENT COVERING SALE OF 12 DIESEL ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES 
FOR GHANA RAILWAYS IMPORTS. 

2. BASIS FOR DENIAL FOR SUBJECT REQUEST WAS THE CONTINUING POOR 
OPERATING CONDITION OF THE RAILWAY SYSTEM FROM A TECHNICAL AND 
OPERATIONAL STANDPOINT IT WAS FELT THAT PLACING MODERN 

HIGH SPEED LOCOMOTIVES ON THE RAIL SYSTEM WOULD NOT BE PRUDENT 
AT THIS TIME BECAUSE OF: 

A) INADEQUATE RAIL AND OBSOLETE TRACK DESIGN; 

B) UNSATISFACTORY CONDITIONS OF THE BALLAST AND CROSSTIES; 
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C) INEFFICIENT MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION PROCEDURES; 
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D) THE NEED FOR A NEW TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY KEEPING EXIMBANK INFORMED ON ANY 
FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS. KISSINGER 
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